The Abbey is right to
honour submariners

Protesters should not scapegoat Royal Navy personnel who
make heavy sacrifices for peace, says Rosemary Durward

THERE is a certain inevitability
about the response of some senior
clergy to a planned service next
month at Westminster Abbey to
mark 50 years of constant patrol
the UK's nuclear deterrent (News
April, Letters, 12 April).

Against the backcloth of the Gen-
eral Synod's commitment to the
elimination of nuclear weapons
(News, 13 July 2018), the com-
plainants’ main concern is that this
service appears to celebrate nuclear
weapons — even though the Abbey
website states that its purpose is “to

ise the commitment of the

Navy to effective peace-
keeping through the deterrent over
the past years and to pray for
peace throughout the world”,

To the protesters, the Navy
personnel mannin theka:I inde-
ﬁ;ndcnt nuclear deterrent are, by

plication, representative of the
weapons themselves. But, with a
common goal of peace in the Church
and in God's created order, it would
be more compassionate and help-
ful to Christian understanding to
see these submariners as steadfast
bearers of the sins of the whole
world.
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But it is a collective as much as an
individual's conscience, because,
looking back at the last time nuclear

were used to end the war in
the Far East, in a war that followed
the so-called Great War, concerns
about allied casualties would have
been uppermost in everyone’s minds.

Ending the war, after the deaths of so
many millions, was judged to be a
necessity.
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