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THE candle float on the river; by the

‘The message s gettlng thrgh

clock tower on Fisherton Street on
August 6 has become, you may think,
just an annual event of the city.

But not so. Its real and serious
meaning has gradually been getting
through to people: that it commemo-
rates the obliteration of hundreds of
thousands of civilians at Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945, in what may be
awar crime, committed by our side.

And it also keeps us in mind of the
very real danger to us, here and now;,
that these weapons of mass destruc-
tion still exist in the hands of govern-
ments, our own and other.

So we reflect that if those rulers, an-
yvwhere, were ever to use any of those
weapons, then they may probably all
get used, and humanity will have ex-
tinguished itself. Quite a thought to
remember at this quiet event.

The turn-out to witness this year’s
candle float was larger, because
awareness has grown.

Not as much larger as I expected to
appear after the opportune release of
the Oppenheimer film about the engi-
neer who invented the atom bomb.
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