
CND Council Meeting 5.7.26

This meeting was attended by Nigel Day, Oxford CND and Peter Gloyns, Salisbury 
CND, as representatives of the Southern Region of CND.  This report attempts to 
convey the content that will be of most interest to members.  You are welcome to 
contact either of us, if you would like further information on any area. 

Sophie Bolt, General Secretary  
Opposition to illegal war on Iran and the use of British bases continued to be a big 
focus of our campaigning in April. As well as organising a second joint demonstration 
with Stop the War and the Palestine Coalition in central London, we also organised a 
very successful demonstration from Fairford, with over 300 protestors marching 
through the town centre to the RAF airbase, culminating in an ‘embrace the base’ 
symbolic action in front of the 3,000 metre runway and the US bombers. The protest 
received national media coverage and significant local support.  
The Lakenheath Alliance for Peace camp and blockades against the Iran war and US 
nuclear weapons were very powerful and received national media coverage. More 
new and young activist joined the NVDA actions. To help promote the LAP actions, 
we ran digital billboards ‘Trump’s nukes are now here – help us kick them out!’ that 
visited Cambridge, Norfolk and RAF Lakenheath.  
For the nuclear Non-Proliferation Review Conference in New York, we organised 
briefing meetings for our parliamentary CND delegation of Jeremy Corbyn and Bell 
Ribeiro-Addy who spoke at side events, met with the wider movement and gave a 
strong critique of the British government’s shameful report that promoted its nuclear 
expansion and lack of disarmament commitments. We also organised ‘Restart 
START’ demonstrations at the Russian and US Embassies.  
The elections in early May create both serious challenges - in the far right - but also 
opportunities, with increased support for anti-nuclear parties including Plaid Cymru 
and the Green Party. Whilst the far right ‘Unite the Kingdom’ movement attempted to 
galvanise support for its racist protest later in the month, they were totally 
outnumbered by the 250,000-strong demonstration organised by the Palestine 
Coalition – of which CND is a significant partner - as well as Stand up to Racism. 
The protest commemorated the 79th Nakba and called for unity against the far right. 
CND’s placards promoting a ‘nuclear- free Middle East’ and ‘Nurses not Nukes’ were 
very well received.  
With the looming cost-of-living crisis, our campaigning on the costs of nukes is even 
more critical. We are strengthening our links with trade unions, with a great presence 
at UCU Congress in Harrogate. A big thanks to Yorkshire CND for running the stall! 
We’re at UNISON conference in June.  
With the increasing nuclear cooperation between Britain and France, and rising 
opposition to European rearmament, CND is supporting the Anti-War International 
Summit on 20 June.  

Germany is aiming to be the most powerful military presence in Europe and has 
planned a 25% increase in military spending.  Germany is also seen as the country 
leading in taking an aggressive stance towards Russia.  France is proposing a  9 
country nuclear sharing agreement, which would open up the possibility of nuclear 
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weapons being stationed in Poland.  Within NATO, Finland and Lithuania have lifted 
the ban on nuclear weapons on their soil. 

The labour party’s poor performance in recent elections is seen partly as a result of 
them failing to deliver improved living standards due to their devotion to increased 
military spending. 

The recently announced Defence Plan increases military spending by £15 billion.  
Over the next 4 years, the military spending will be £400 billion.  Nuclear weapons 
account for £64 billion, more money than on any other sector of defence. 

Trident replacement is Massively over budget and delayed.  £7 billion cuts will be 
required from other departments, with £2 billion announced from Energy Security. 

This switch to increased military spending will result in 10,000 job loses, according 
to a recent study. 

In this current climate, the work of CND is so important. 

Tom Unterrainer stated that the change towards drones, AI and drone ships runs the 
risk of increasing the risk of nuclear conflict, as they lea to a reduction in the 
threshold for nuclear use. 

The following resolutions were discussed and agreed unanimously. 
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1. 

This was proposed by Sophie Bolt 

Page  of 3 6



CND Council Meeting 5.7.26
 
2. 

 

This was proposed by Tony Staunton 
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3.  
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This was proposed by Tom Cuthbert
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